Loving Lady Lazuli

Ten years ago, Sapphire, the infamous London jewel thief, slipped the
Wentworth emeralds into the pocket of an unsuspecting young lord.
Caught with the jewels, Devorlane Hawley spends ten years serving in
the military, which includes getting shot. At the end of his service, he
returns home to find a very familiar face at his welcoming party.

Cassidy Armstrong feigns innocence and concocts a series of lies that
unravel as quickly as she can think them up. Retired from her years as
Sapphire, she’s on a mission to prove that she’s the heir to the Armstrong
estate, but in order to do that, she needs to scour a stack of paperwork
entrusted to you-know-who... Devorlane. Bent on revenge, Devorlane
agrees to let her search through the documents as long as she agrees to
become his mistress for the duration of her search.

These characters dislike each other intensely (despite their attraction),
and that conflicting dynamic plays out for most of the book as they
attempt to irritate each other. Multiple POV give glimpses into both
characters’ thoughts and motivations as well as their ambivalence. As
always with Moore’s romances, there is plenty of witty humor, and the
action/thoughts around sex are more entertaining than the act itself.

Secondary characters are colorful and distinct, adding complications and
personality outside the main conflict. The pace is snappy and I read the
book in one sitting. Highly recommended to readers who enjoy witty
characters, enemies to friends romances, and a wild plot.



